Peggy B. Yamagata, RDH, MEd.

Peqgy Yamagata, a RegsteredDertal Hygienst, received her undergraduate and
graduate degrees from the Univerdty of Washington. Her professional caree in
dental hygiere has included private practce; teaching at the Universty of
Washington dental and dertal hygiene school, including their Dental Educaion
for the Care of the Disabed program; consulting in geriatric dertistry ard
programdevelopmert. Peqy haslectured at the local, state and national level ard
published in several areas The American Dertal Association and the American
Dental Hygiensts' Association recagnized her for her work in acess to dertal
careand in1998 she recevedthe ADHA Excellencein Dertal Hygiene Award. In
2003 Kiwanis, selected her for the Wall of Fameat her high schooal, in recaynition
of her contributions to dertal hygiene and education and in 2005 the National
Association of Countiesrecagnizedthe volunteerprogram she coordinateswith an
Act of Caring award. For the pag 10 years while maintaining some private
pracice, Peggy has served as program marager of the County of San Diego’s
Dertal Health Initiative/Share the Care where she has been regonsible for
programdevelopment, funding and day-to-day activities

“Oral health is now a part of the

Education

Pre-Dental Hygiene University of Washington
Bachdor of Science in Dental Hygiene
University of Washington

Master of Education: University of Washington

Personal Awards and Recognitions
ADHA Excellencein Dental Hygiene
ADHA Exemplary Volunteer

Primary function in public health position
| was hired to develop the San Diego Dental
Health Initiative, which coordinates a volunteer
emergency and preventive programs, develops
and disseminaes materias, provides educationd
programs, technical suppot and community
mobilization.

What experiences prepared you for your
work in public health?

Having not planned a career in the public sector,
| did nat specificaly train in public hedth. | had
the oppotunity to cross-train with multiple
disciplines and programs allowing me today to
look at issues from variousperspectives.

total health picture. . ..

What is the most enjoyable aspect of dental
public health?

Working with the many internsand community
patners who want to learn how they can make a
difference in the oral health of others and then
hdping them make tha difference.

Proudest public health accomplishment
Knowing ora hedlth isnow a pat of thetotal health
picture in the County of San Diego' s Health
Depatment.

Public Health employer/branch/department
and official job title

County of San Diego Health and Human Service
Agency’s Maternd, Child and Family Health
Services Branch’s Dental Health Initiative! Share
the Care.

Contact Information

Peggy B. Yamagata, RDH, MEd.
P.O. Box 85222(MS: P-511H)
San Diego, Cdlifornia92123
(619)692-8858

peqgy yamagaa@sdoounty.ca.gov




